
2000-2003

2003-2005
Birth of online virtual 

networks

2008
Networking is part of 
the professional life

Connected 
Women (Cisco)

WE:(Areva) 
O’Pluriel: (Air 

Liquide)EuropeanPWN, HRM, 

LinkedIn, Facebook, Xing

The historyThe history GreaterIBM WIN-L
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1996-2000
Beginning of 

inter et intra companies networks
in France

and in  Europe

2000-2003
Networks and dedicated women 

events

Before 1996
A few networks in GB, 

Canada, EU

Liquide)
Accent sur

Elles: 
(Accenture)
Elles (IBM)
MuTu’Elles: 

(Macif)
InterpElles: 

(EDF)

EuropeanPWN, HRM, 
Action Femmes, 
Administration 

Moderne
Cercle InterElles, Global 
Women’s Forum, WIN,

CWN (London), WIN (Amsterdam), 
WCN (Vienna), sectoral networks (EU)
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OWIT (US + Canada), TIAW



Women are present in social networks, above Women are present in social networks, above 
the 30% “visibility” thresholdthe 30% “visibility” threshold

Réseau Founded Members volume growth % 
women

orientation

LinkedIn May '03 17 millions incl. 5 in Europe 189% 38% Business, internationalLinkedIn May '03 17 millions incl. 5 in Europe 189% 
(oct'07-oct'08)

38% Business, international

Viadeo Summer '04 3 millions incl. 1,8 en 
Europe

140% 
(nov'06-nov'07)

40% Business, France/Chine

Xing Novembrer 
‘03

5 millions incl. 2,8 in 
Allemagne+Espagne, 0,8  
in the rest of Europe

185% in 2007 (with 
acquisitions)

31% Business, Europe

Facebook February '04 42 millions incl. 1,2 in 
France

125% 
(oct'07-oct'08)

56% Social, international, 
nascent business use

Spoke 2002 40 millions and 2,3M 
entreprises

? International, business, 
CRM

Plaxo 20 millions 60% International, business, 
address book
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Who knows you?Who knows you?
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